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IXLlhg C laims: 

Please cancel claim 1 1 and 13-25. Please amend claims 1,6-7, 9-10, and 12. Please add 
new claims 26-52. Tlie claims arc as follows, 

L (Currently amended) A method for generating and maintaining [[N]] database instaiices in 
accordance with a template, said method comprising: 

creating the template based on design information, said creating tlie template 
implemented by a tcmphile manager; 

iHfMTjifyi qp N dntahase instances upon said creatine the template, each of the N instances 
not having been qc:nerated and havina a st a tus of DraA, s aid N at least 2; 

Storing the template in a template manager database, said storing tho template 
implemented by the template manager; 

generating the N instixnccs based on the template and on control information for the N 
instances, said control information including configuration control inPonnation, said 
configuration control information identifying N locations corresponding to the K instances, said 
N at Ica st-a; said generating the N instances implemented by tlie template manager, said 
generated N instance s having a status of Created because said N instances havg b een generated; 

storing the N instances in the template manager database, said storing the N instances 
implemented by the template manager; and 

transmitting the N instances to the corresponding N locations, said transmitting the N 
instances implemented by the template manager; 

refreshing M instan ca'^ nf the N i nstances based on u pdate control information, said M 
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1. c. ♦ho n M , .nwl n^freshmg the M jnsfnnces imnlemctited b y Hit-, template manager, said refreshed 

;»c<,..n>s.,.., h.winp !i status of tt^rrr^shod hcca nse said M instances have been rerreshcd, ^cavill^ a 
l ema ininH N-M instance.^ of the N instances still h aving the status of Created; 

iransmilting the M refreshed instances to the coTrcspondi "o ^^raliotis. said transmitting 
\ ]\c. M instances implemented bv the template manager: and 

prmnratin g a view, said eenera ^''^ vif^w hein p a table, sa id cencratetl view identi fying 
r..rr..B hr>H M instances as liaving the status of Refreshed and identifying the re maining N-M 
instances having th e stalus of Created. 

2. (Original) The mctliod of claim 1 , said control information further including administrative 
information. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, said administrative inforniation being location dependent. 

4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 3, said administrative infonnation including 
administrator information. 

5. (Original) The method of claim I, said control information comprising access control 
information, said access control information identifying at least one access control gioup for each 
instance of the N instances, wherein i f a plurality of access control groups are associated with a 
given instance then each such access control group of the plurality of access control groups has 
an independent level of access control relating to the given instance. 
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6. (Cunenlly amended) The method of claim 1. said method fiirther comprising: 

obtaining the design information, said obtaining implemented by an agent; and 
transmitting the design information to the template manager, said transmitting the design 
information implemented by the agent. 

7. (CimeiUly amended) The method of claim 1 , ^^i6 method fiirihcr comprising: 

obtaining a portion of the control infomialioo, said obtaining implemented by an agent; 

and 

transmitting the portion of the control information to Uie template manager, said 
transmitling the portion of control information implemented by the agent. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, said transmitting the N instances comprising transmitting 
the N instances to the corresponding N locations over telephone lines or cable lines. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , said method further comprising: 

refreshing tlie template based on update design information, said refreshing tlie template 
implemented by the template manager; 

refreshing the N remaining N-M instances based on the refreshed template, said 
refreshing the N rciTiainin g N-M instances implemented by the template manager; and 

transmitting the N refreshed remaining N-M lur i cslKd instances to Iho coiTcsiionding N 
N-M locations, said transmitting the N refreshed remaining N-M refreshed instances 
implemented by the template manager. 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, said mfftl^od fiuthcr comprising providing the 
update design information to tl^c template manager, said providing the update design infonnation 
implemented by an agent. 

1 1 . (Canceled) 

12. (CiuTently amended) The method of claim t+ 1. said method further comprising providing 
the update control information to the template manager, said providing the update control 
inforraalion implemented by an agent 

13-25. (Canceled) 

26. (New) The method of claim 1 . said view comprising a Status colunui that identi fics the status 
of Refreshed for the refreshed M instances and the status of Created for the remaining N-M 
instances. 

27. (New) 'Tha method of claim 26. said method further comprising identifying an additional 
database instance upon said creating the template, wherein during generating the view the 
additional instance has not been generated and has a status of Draft because the additional 
instance has been identified but has not yet been generated, said generated view identifying the 
additional instance as having tlie status of Drafl, and wherein the Status column identifies the 
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status of Draft for the additional il^stancc. 

2S. (New) The method of clahn 27, said view further comprising a Date Last Drafted, Created or 
Refreshed column, wherein each entry in the Date Last Drafted, Created or Refreshed column 
identifies a last date at which the status of Draft, Created or Refreshed denoted in an associated 
entry in the Status column was rBspcclively acquired by an associated instance of the N instances. 

29. (New) The method of claim 26, said view furthei- comprising an Instance Identifier column, 
wherein each entry in tlie Instance Identifier column identifies a unique instance of the N 
instances, and wherein each entry in Die Status column is associated with a comespond entry in 
the Instance Identifier column. 

30. (New) The method of claim 29. said view further comprising an Instance Server column, 
wherein each entry in the Instance Server column identifies a server at a location to which an 
associated instance in the Instance Identifier column has, or shall be. transmitted to the template 
manager. 

31. (Now) A computer system comprising a processor and a computer readable memory unit 
coupled to the processor, said memory unit containing software that when executed by the 
processor implement a method for generating and maintaining database instances in accordance 
with a template, said method comprising: 

creating the template based on design infomiation, said creating the template 
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implemented by a template majiager; 

idenlifying N database instances upon said creating the template, each of the N instances 
not having been generated and having a status of Draft, said N at least 2; 

storing the template in a template manager database, said storing the template 
implemented by Ihc template manager; 

generating the N instances based on the template and on control informalion for the N 
instances, said control information incUidiug configuration control information, said 
configuration control inlbnnalion identifying N locations corresponding to the N instances, said 
generating the N instances miplcmented by the template manager, said generated N instances 
having a status of Created because said N instances have been generated; 

storing the N instances in the template manager database, said storing the N instances 
implemented by the template manager; 

transmitting the N instances to tho corresponding N locations, said transmitting the N 
instances implemented by the template manager, 

refreshing M instances of the N instances based on update control information, said M 
less than N, said refrcsliing the M instances implemented by the template manager, said refreshed 
M instances having a status of Rerrcshcd because said M instances have been refreshed,. leaving a 
remaining N-M instances of the N instances still having the status of Created; 

transmitting tine M refreshed instances to the corresponding M locations, said transmitting 
the M instances implemented by the template manager; and 

generating a view, said generated view being a table, said generated view identifying the 
refreshed M instances as having the status of Refreshed and identifying the remaining N-M 
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instances as having the status of Created. 

32. (New) The computer system of claim 31 , said control inforiTiation furUier jncludins 
adminLslrativc information. 

33. (New) Tlie computer system of claim 32. said administrative information being location 
dependent. 

34. (New) The computer system of claun 33, said administrative inroniiatiori mclttding 
adminislrator information. 

35. (New) The computer system of claim 3 1, said control infomiation comprising access control 
infonnation. said access control information identifying at least one access control group for each 
instance of the N instances, wherein if a plurality of access control gioups are associated witli a 
given instance then each such access control group of the plurality of access control groups has 
an independent level of access control relating to the given instance. 

36. (New) The computer system of claim 31. said method farther comprising: 

obtaining the design information, said obtaining implemented by an agent; and 
transmitting Die design information to the template manager, said transmitting the design 
information implemented by the agent. 
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37. (New) The computer system of claim 31, said method further comprising: 

obtaining a portion of the control infomialion. said obtaining implemented by an agent; 

and 

ti ansmitting the portion of the control information to the template manager, said 
transmitting the portion of control infonnation implemented by the agent. 

3S. (New) The computer system of claim 31, said transmitting the N instances comprising 
transmitting the N instances to the corresponding N locations over telephone lines or cable lines. 

39. (New) The computer system of claim 31, said method farther comprising: 

refreshing the template based on update design information, said refreshing the template 
implemented by the template manager; 

refreshing the remaining N-M instances based on tlie refreshed template, said rcfresliing 
the remaining N-M instances implemented by the template manager; and 

transmitting the refreshed remaijiing N-M instances to the coiTcsponding N-M locations, 
said transmitting the refreshed remaining N-M instances implemented by tlie template manager, 

40. (New) The computer system ofclaim 39, said method further comprising providing the 
iipdato design infonnation to the template manager, said providing the update design infonnalion 
implemented by an agent. 

41 . (New) The computer system ofclaim 3 1, said method further comprising providing the 
Appl.No.: 09/966,246 0 
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update control infomiation to the template manager, said providing the update control 
information implemented by an agent. 

42. G^cw) The computer system of claim 31, said view comprising a Status column that 
identifies the status of Refreshed for the refreshed M instances and the status of Created for the 
rcn^ainiJigN-M instances. 

43. (New) The computer system of claim 42, said method further comprising identifying an 
additional daiaba-sc instance upon said creating the template, wherein during generating the view 
tlic additional instance has not been generated and has a status of DraR because tlie additional 
instance has been identified but has not yet been generated, said generated view identifying the 
additional instance as having the status of Draft, and wherein the Status column identifies tlic 
status of Drafl for the additional instance. 

44. (New) The computer system of claim 43, said view further comprising a Date I.ast Drafted, 
Created or Rclieslied column, wherein each entry in the Dale Last Drafted, Created or Refreshed 
column identifies a last date at which the status of Draft, Created or Refireshcd dcjioted in an 
associated entry in the Status column was respectively acquired by an associated instance of the 
N instances. 

45. (New) The computer system of claim 42, said view further comprising an Instance Identifier 
column, wherein each entiy in the Instance Identifier column identifies a unique instance of the N 
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inslanccs, and wherein each entry in the Status column is associated with a correspond entry in 
the Instance Identifier column, 

46. (New) 'J'he computer system of claim 45, said view Airthcr comprising an Instiincc Server 
cohimn, wherein each entry in the Instance Sci-ver column identifies a server at a location to 
which an associated instance in the Instance Identifier coluiTin has, or sliall be, trajismitte<l to the 
template manager. 

47. (New) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium having a 
computer readable code embodied therein, said computer readable code comprising software 
adapted to implement a method for generating and maintaining database instances in accordance 
with a template, said method comprising: 

creating the template based on design inrormation, said creating the template 
implemented by a template manager; 

identifying N database instances upon said creating the template, each ofthc N instances 
not having been generated and having a status of Draft, said N at least 2; 

storing the template in a template manager database, said storing the template 
implemented by the template manager; 

generating the N iiistanees based on the template and on control information for the N 
instances, said control information including configuration control information, said 
configuration control information identifying N locations corresponding to the N instances, said 
generating the N instances implemented by the template manager, said generated N instances 
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having a status of Created because said N instances have been generated; 

storing the N instances in tlie template manager database, said storing the N instances 
implemented by the template manager; 

transmitting the N ins*:tanccs to the corresioondingN locations, said transmitting the N 
instances implemented by the template manager, 

Tefrcshing M instances of the N instances based on update control information, said M 
less thnn N. said refreshing the M instances implemented by the template manager, said refreshed 
M instances having a status of Rcfreslied because said M instances have been refreshed, leaving a 
remaining N-M instances of the N instances still having the status of Created; 

transmitting the M refreshed instances to the corresponding M locations, said transmilling 
the M instances implemented by the template manager; and 

generating a viev^, said generated view being a table, said generated view identifying the 
rcfrcshc<l M instances as having the status ofRefreshed and identifying the remaining N-M 
instances as having the status of Created. 

48. (New) The computer program product of claim 47, said view comprising a Status column 
that identifies the status ofRefreshed for the refreshed M instances and the status of Created for 
the reniainingN-M instances. 

49, (New) The computer program product of claim 48> said method further comprising 
identifying an additional database instance upon said creating the template, wherein during 
generating llie view the additional instance has not been generated and has a status of Draft 
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because Ihc additional instance has been identified but has not yet been generated, said generated 
view identifying the additional instance as having the status of Draft, and wherein the Status 
colutnn identifies the status of Draft for the additional instance. 

50. (New) The computer program product of claim 47, said view further comprising a Date I-ast 
Drafted, Created or Refreshed column, wherein each entry in the Date Last Drafted, Created or 
Rcfrcshed cohimn identifies a last date at which the status of Draft, Created or Refi^eshed denoted 
in an associated entry in the Status column was respectively acquiretl by an associated instance of 
the N instances. 

51. (New) The computer program product of claim 50, said view further comprising an Instance 
Identifier column, wherein each entry in the Instance Identifier column identifies a unique 
instance of die N instances, and wherein each entry in the Status column is associated with a 
correspond cnli-y in the Instance Identifier column, 

52. (New) The computer program product of claim 45, said view further comprising an Listancc 
Server column, wherein each entry in the Instance Server column identifies a server at a location 
to which an associated instance in the Instance Identifier column has, or shall be, transmitted to 
the template manager. 
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